
Stepping Forward Together Plan – Reopening Guidelines

Stepping Forward at Cornerstone Church during and after COVID-19

By thoughtfully considering our mission and following the guidance of the PNW Conference of the
United Methodist Church, the Cornerstone Reopening Committee presents the following as guidance for
current building use and outdoor events at the church.

Our church’s mission: Cornerstone is a church dedicated to developing fully devoted followers of Christ.
We do this through our BCSS (Believe, Connect, Serve and Share) Vision Model:

1. Believe – Our “Believe” area encourages growth in our faith life and our relationships with Jesus
through regular attendance on Sunday mornings and at special services throughout the year. We
have a “Believe” team that focuses on this area, though individual ministry areas (such as
children’s and youth) are also asked to consider this in their ministry planning.

2. Connect – Our “Connect” area emphasizes relational connections within our congregation, via
small groups, events, classes, and special ministries.

3. Serve – Our “Serve” Teams focus on service – both here and abroad. We have various teams who
focus on the serve aspect of our vision.

4. Share - Our “Share” area emphasizes evangelism and outreach as we seek to make disciples of
Jesus Christ!

Adequately planning for the future will include examining all four of these categories and reimagining
how ministry can occur. We will do this through encouraging specific ministry leaders to keep our vision
in mind as they reimagine new ways of operating, not simply responding to an immediate crisis but now
moving into a vision for the future and longer-term planning for ministry.

What we know:

Our church, its members/constituents, and its activities will not be able to go back to normal all at once
and may never return to the way things were before the coronavirus pandemic. Any return to old ways
of life will be in slow phases to ensure we keep everyone as healthy as possible. We can expect to feel
an impact from COVID-19 for at least a year (through summer 2021).

“We all share a new responsibility to do no harm.” Thus, we must prepare and adapt so that we can
continue to offer online/distance opportunities for BCSS, even when we are able to reopen partially.
Failing to minister to the most vulnerable or those who do not feel comfortable coming back to church
immediately would miss the mark of our mission and leave too many people out. “Creativity and
resilience will continue to be blessed resource as we strive to do no harm, do good, and to stay in love
with God.” Empowering our people to ‘stay in love with God’ in the theological task of the church as we
also consider how to keep people safe and meet our peoples’ needs.
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CORNERSTONE COVID SAFETY PRACTICES:

Face Masks:
Face masks are required over the nose and mouth. We encourage people to wear masks from home, but
we have masks available for anyone on campus that needs one. For outdoor events, these will be made
available at point of check-in, so that no one enters the group space without a mask.

If individual food/beverage is consumed during an outdoor gathering, masks may be temporarily
removed as long as participants remain 6 feet apart.

Sunday service leaders (speakers and one singer unless both/all are vaccinated) can remove masks while
on the stage, given the distance between the stage and congregation is 6 ft. The same goes for leaders of
trainings or meetings. Ideally, we will aim to have all who are leading during worship be people who are
vaccinated.

Physical Distancing:
Physical distancing of at least 6 feet is required for all participant groups at both indoor and outdoor
events.

Personal Sanitation:
Hand Sanitizer is provided at every entry point, whether indoors or outdoors, and throughout buildings
in high-traffic areas (though buildings are currently closed). Touchless sanitizer stations are already
installed in some locations and more are on order; pump sanitizer is also currently available throughout
our campus. Proper hand-washing is encouraged for staff who come indoors, with touchless soap
dispensers available in main building bathrooms.

Surface Sanitation:
The buildings continue to be sanitized by our custodian once/week. In spaces that are in use more than
once/week (staff offices) surfaces are wiped down after use. Wipes and spray Lysol are available in each
building in high traffic areas, and staff clean up after themselves. Others who use the building are also
expected to clean up after themselves.

Screening and Contact Tracing:
All events will require a sign-in that will include name, contact emails, and an agreement to a.) not
attend if showing any symptoms of COVID-19; b.) not attend if having been in contact with someone
with COVID-19 in the last 14 days; c.) alert the church immediately if symptoms develop within 14
days of attending the event. The

Ministry Leaders will be required to gather contact information of everyone at their event. This
information includes names and contact information. The ministry leader will forward this information
(along with the date of their event) to our Office Administrator to store in a database indefinitely.
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An option building sign-in will be posted at the entrances of both buildings for anyone who visits the
church for any non-event purposes.

Other Safety Actions:
Signs will be posted broadly to emphasize physical distancing, mask-wearing, proper handwashing,
proper cough/sneeze procedure, and what to do if you suspect COVID-19 contamination. Tissues and
no-touch trash cans are available in each room and for outdoor gatherings. Staff, volunteers, and visitors
will sign in and out every day they are on-site, with a self-attestation concerning COVID-19 upon arrival
and a confirmation of proper sanitation upon leaving. Mobile, touchless hand-sanitizing stations are on
order. Current touchless hand sanitizers mounted on our walls (near our preschool classrooms and in our
education building) will be checked weekly for battery power and to be sure they are full.

If COVID-19 is suspected:
If someone who has attended a gathering in the last 14 days suspects they may have COVID-19 or finds
they have been in contact with someone who has developed COVID-19 in that time period, all
gatherings will immediately be discontinued. Everyone who has been in contact with the symptomatic or
compromised person will be alerted of the suspected case and encouraged to self-quarantine for 14 days
or until we know this is a false alarm and monitor for symptoms during that time. Extra sanitation of any
spaces inhabited by the compromised or symptomatic person will be completed by the janitorial service.
Gatherings will remain suspended for 14 days or until the person is confirmed not to have COVID-19,
whichever comes first.

If COVID-19 is confirmed:
If someone who has attended a gathering in the last 14 days is confirmed with COVID-19, all gatherings
will immediately be discontinued for 14 days. The whole congregation, neighboring congregations,
PNW conference leadership, and King County Public Health will be alerted. Anyone who has been in
contact with the confirmed case will be advised to self-quarantine for 14 days, monitor symptoms and
call their healthcare provider for instructions on testing. The campus will be closed – including to staff –
and sanitized by our custodian. Worship recording will take place exclusively in individual homes, and
all contact will be by internet or phone.
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Safety Guidelines in Action: Ministry and Worship as We Step Forward

A local church is not permitted to hold in-person worship without the approval of the pastor. For local
churches, decisions about the use of church property for worship or other gatherings belong to the pastor
without interference from the Board of Trustees (Book of Discipline, ¶ 2533).

Indoor Gatherings (including worship, small groups, meetings, outside groups, and youth activities –
middle school/jr. high and older):

● Are permitted with up to 50 people, as allowed by state and local restrictions:
o with 6’ of physical distancing between households.
o Masks always required by all participants over age 2
o Solo or household vocal and wind instrument performances may be recorded indoors

following Guidelines for Safe Singing
o No congregational singing at this time
o Events should be limited in length to no more than one hour. If an event requires more

time (this must be approved by the Pastor), breaks to go outside will be implemented,
ventilation will be running, and windows and doors will be opened when possible.

o People can not attend if:
▪ They are sick or you have a fever of 100.4 or higher 
▪ If they have tested positive for COVID-19 in the past two weeks
▪ If they have been exposed to someone who has tested positive for COVID-19 in

the past two weeks. 
● Leaders who want to have indoor or outdoor gatherings will be given the appendix policy for

guidance. Leaders also need to communicate the requirements for attendance ahead of time.
● All ministry leaders who would like to have an in-person, indoor gathering at the church must

first reach out to the Pastor and Church Admin for approval and space reservation.

Outdoor worship/gatherings of any size are permitted:
● 6’ of physical distancing is required between households.
● Masks always required by all participants over age 2 (can be removed temporarily for eating, but

social distance must be observed)
● People can not attend if:

o They are sick or you have a fever of 100.4 or higher 
o If they have tested positive for COVID-19 in the past two weeks
o If they have been exposed to someone who has tested positive for COVID-19 in the past

two weeks. 
● Leaders who want to have indoor or outdoor gatherings will be given the appendix policy for

guidance. Leaders also need to communicate the requirements for attendance ahead of time.

Communion:
● Ministries that are able to gather in person (indoors or outdoors) may distribute elements for

worshipers to hold during the service and partake in later.
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● A clergyperson may have all of the prepackaged elements together on the altar during the liturgy
(in person or online) for no-contact distribution after the liturgy or at a later time.

● Churches or ministries may offer elements for pick-up at a designated time/location, then
celebrate the liturgy later at an online service.

Foodservice (based on CDC Guidance)1:
● Currently, there is no evidence to suggest that handling food or eating is associated with directly

spreading COVID-19. However, people sharing utensils and congregating around food service
areas can pose a risk. Limit food or beverage service in areas in which people are more likely to
congregate as that may encourage unmasked interactions. Thus:

o Masks are required except when sitting and eating food, at an appropriate social distance
from all others who are eating.

o Disposable food service items including utensils and dishes must be used.
o self-serve food or drink options, such as buffets, salad bars, and drink stations must be

avoided. Consider having pre-packaged boxes or bags for each attendee.
o There shall be no communal containers or plates.
o Food servers should be wearing masks and gloves.
o There will be no “self-serve” food service. All food will be plated or drinks will be

poured and then handed to the attendee by a server wearing mask and gloves.
● When at all possible, limit all food service to outdoors only.

Children’s Events (4th grade and under – youth follow above guidelines):

● All Guidelines for adults will be adhered to for children and youth also.  In Addition:
○ All events/programs will be held outside when possible/feasible. No limit on attendance.
○ If gathering outside is not possible/feasible, events/programs will be held in His Place,

only, with windows and doors open. No more than 50 indoors.
○ The nursery or classrooms will not be used at this time, only outside and His Place.
○ Children/Youth will be required to sit/stand 6’ apart.
○ Use of hand sanitizer will be required upon arrival.
○ Rules/guidelines will be reviewed/posted at each gathering.
○ For tracing purposes, attendance will be taken by leadership at each gathering whether on

or off site and submitted to office.
○ Children/Youth 2 years old and up will be required to wear face masks outside and inside.
○ If there is food, children/youth will need to make sure they are seated (within 6’

guidelines) before removing masks.  All food served to children will be pre-packaged. No
shared food.

○ Singing is only allowed outside.
○ Children/Youth will not be allowed to attend if:

■ They are sick or have a fever of 100.4+
■ They have tested positive for COVID-19 in the last two weeks.

1 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/large-events/considerations-for-events-gatherings.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/large-events/considerations-for-events-gatherings.html
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Cornerstone Church: Current Policy for Indoor and Outdoor Events

We know many are eager to meet together in person. Ministry leaders are asked to closely follow all
guidelines for holding an outdoor or indoor gathering:

Prior to the Event:
1. If you are interested in having a meeting indoors, you must contact the Pastor and Kimberley

well in-advance to receive approval for the meeting.
2. As the ministry leader, you will need to have a sign-in (name and contact information) for your

event. The sign-in must include a self-attestation/agreement concerning the following:
a. Face masks are required indoors.
b. We will have the sanctuary set up with social distancing in mind and will ask you to

maintain social distancing of 6-feet between households. 
c. We must ask that you do not attend if:

i. You are sick or you have a fever of 100.4 or higher 
ii. If you have tested positive for COVID-19 in the past two weeks

iii. If you have been exposed to someone who has tested positive for COVID-19 in
the past two weeks. 

During the Event:
1. As the ministry leader, you will need to gather the information of all your participants and send it

to Kimberley. This information must include:
a. Event Date and Group
b. Participant Names
c. Participant Emails and/or Phones

2. This group is not to exceed 50 people if indoor. There is no limit on the number of people
outdoors.

3. Participants must observe the following safety protocols:
a. Masks must be worn.
b. All guidance around food service must be followed.
c. 6 feet physical distancing must be observed at all times.
d. Participants must use hand sanitizer upon arrival.
e. Proper cleaning must occur after the event (wiping down tables, throwing away all

garbage, resetting the room).
f. There is no singing allowed indoors.

4. As the ministry leader, you are responsible for communicating these important guidelines to
participants and making sure that they are being followed. If a group cannot follow these
guidelines, we will have to ask them to pause meeting in person.

After the Event:
5. Send information of your participants to Kimberley at office@buildingonJesus.org and stored in

our database indefinitely.

mailto:office@buildingonJesus.org

